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Graduation Requirements 
*BEGINS WITH CLASS OF 2025-2026* 

 

To help ensure that all students have the knowledge, skills, and behaviors essential to 
be prepared to enter college and the workforce and compete in the global economy 
including content knowledge, learning, and behavior skills students must enroll in a 
rigorous schedule of classes as determined by students, families, and school.  Students 
will also be expected to enroll in a full-time, four-year course of study.  The Archuleta 
School District graduation requirements are minimum requirements. Many colleges, 
universities, and careers have more stringent admission requirements. 

1. Students will need to demonstrate a State competency in Reading. Writing, 
Communicating, and Mathematics.    

The state’s competency level determinations for Reading. Writing, 
Communicating, and Mathematics, are set to match proficiency levels on the 
state assessment, higher education’s cut scores for placement in credit-
bearing classes, industry certificates, and the military’s cut scores for 
academic consideration for preferred career training. They are designed to be 
of approximate comparable rigor and will be refined, improved, and added to 
over time.  Students may be required to enroll in additional coursework to 
meet these competencies. 
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2. In addition to demonstrating State competency, students will need to 
earn the following credits: 

 

English – 4 Credits  

Social Studies - 3 Credits 

Math - 3 Credits 

Science - 3 Credits 

9th Grade PE/Health – 1 Credit  

Fine Arts or CTE - 1 Credit 

 Additional Courses – 10 Credits 

 
3. Students must successfully complete an Individual Career and Academic Plan, also 
known as their ICAP.  Students will follow a course of study or pathway based on their 
ICAP.  
 
Full-time course load  

 

Students must enroll in a full-time course load unless they obtain advance permission 
from the principal.  A full-time course load is 8 classes per year and advisory. 
 
Higher Education Admissions Recommendations  

 

Students planning to attend a four-year college or university in Colorado should 
complete the following classes in order to fulfill the Higher Education Admission 
Recommendations (HEAR). HEAR is one factor of many that public four-year 
institutions consider in the admission decision process.   Meeting HEAR does not 
guarantee admission to a four-year public institution. Additionally, colleges, universities, 
and certain academic programs may have additional admission factors. 
 

 English - 4 years 
 Mathematics - 4 years 
 Natural/Physical Sciences (2 units must be lab-based) - 3 years 
 Social Sciences - 3 years 
 World/Foreign Language - 1 year 
 Academic Electives - 2 years 

 
 
 
 
 



File:  IKF 
 
 

Archuleta School District 50 JT, Pagosa Springs, Colorado  Page 3 of 3 

Early Graduation 
 

All students are highly encouraged to stay enrolled as a full-time student through the 
end of their senior year.  Students who have met their graduation competency and 
completed the required credits may, however, request to graduate after their seventh 
semester.  Students who request to graduate early shall receive their diploma at the end 
of the school year and may return to take part in the graduation exercise.  A student 
who completes graduation requirements at the end of the seventh semester will receive 
a transcript and letter signifying completion of all graduation requirements.  Student 
status upon early graduation is forfeited; however, the student is allowed to attend 
senior class activities, prom, and graduation exercises. 
 
All requests for early graduation will be at the discretion of the building principal in 
collaboration with parents/guardians and the guidance counselor. 

 
Adopted:  June 14, 2014 
Revised:  August 10, 2016 
Revised:  August 15, 2017 
Revised:  May 14, 2024 
 

LEGAL REFS.: C.R.S. 22-1-104 (teaching history, culture and civil government) 
  C.R.S 22-32-109 (1)(kk) (board to establish graduation  

  requirements that “meet or exceed” state graduation guidelines) 
  C.R.S. 22-32-132 (discretion to award diploma to honorably  

  discharged veterans) 

  C.R.S. 22-33-204.5 (home-based education law) 

  C.R.S. 22-35-201 et. Seq. (Concurrent Enrollment Programs Act) 
 
CROSS REFS.: AE, Accountability/Commitment to Accomplishment 
   AEA, Standards Based Education 
   IHBG, Home Schooling 

IHCDA, Concurrent Enrollment 
   IK, Academic Achievement 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 


